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Before the festival
We arrived December 9th in Ramallah. December 10 in the morning we had a
meeting in the o!ce of the Foundation and later a meeting to prepare the festival
screening at the Goethe Institute. Unfortunately the scheduled screening in the
afternoon did not happen because of local political reasons.
Friday, December 12th we moved in Amman. At a meeting took place with two
representatives of two local NGOs, Ayoub Abu-Dayyaeh and Basel Burgan.
Saturday, December 13th, arrived filmmaker Shri Prakash from India. Later by
invitation of Basel Burgan we visited two villages that might be a"ected by planned
uranium mining. It was planned to have a local screening of Shri Prakash`s film
about uranium mining in India. But the screening did not happen, because of local
political reasons. Instead we were invited to the house of the Mayor of one of these
villages. We had a friendly discussion with the Mayor about uranium mining and its
short and long term e"ects on health and environment. We also discussed die
possibility of special Uranium Film Festival screenings in the villages in the next
days.
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Sunday, 14th, a meeting
was held at the Goethe
Institute in Amman with
Institutsleiterin Dr.
Christiane Krämer-HusHus. Later we had a press
meeting in the Hotel
Lobby. Filmmaker Shri
Prakash and Festival
director Norbert G.
Suchanek were
interviewed by Journalist
Haydar Al Qammaz from
the Newspaper Al Ra'I
Arabic Daily.
In the afternoon a meeting
took place with Safa
Aljayoussi, the head of
Greenpeace Jordan.
Monday 15th, we visited
the Royal Film
Commission Jordan in the
morning.
We had an important talk
with RFC Projects
Manager Shadi Al-Nimri.
It was discussed what
version of the film
"Buddha weeps in
Jadugoda" shall be
screened because the
quality of the film was
questioned.
At night we met Raouf
Dabbas, senior advisor to the Ministry of Environment in Jordan.
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During the festival
December 16th was the
opening of the film
festival in the Rainbow
Theater.
The session was
dedicated to Atomic War
and the use of Depleted
Uranium Weapons. The
main film by Feurat Ali
from Iraq about Fallujah
received a great attention.
People thanked us, for
bringing these films to Jordan.
At the second day of the
festival, December 17th, we
had a wonderful screening of
animated films about nuclear
accidents Fukushima and
Chernobyl and the screening of
the Fukushima Documentary
A2-BC with the presence of
Filmmaker Ian Thomas Ash
who was born in USA but lives
in Japan. The film screening
was followed by a lively and
fruitful Question and Answer
Session.
The Last day, December 18,
was dedicated to the question
of Uranium Mining. Three films
from three di"erent countries,
USA, Germany, India showed
three di"erent experiences and
perspectives about uranium
mining and the legacy of it. The
session was followed by an
excellent Question and Answer session with filmmaker Shri Prakash.
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Conclusion
The festival at all su"ered from the unforeseen changing of the venue during the
crucial part of the festival planning. The planned press campaign that should have
started some weeks ago for example did not happen. Festival partners did not
informed its members and festival posters and festival brochures were not ready in
time and also with out arabic titles. In addition because of the insecurity that the
festival might not happen at all, two for the issue of depleted uranium in general
and for the presentation of the depleted uranium films important filmmakers,
Maurizio Torrealta and Feurat Alani did not come.
These factors resulted in
the fact, that the festival
did not receive a huge
audience. But still, if we
count all the plus and
minus the festival was a
successful project.
The audience was in
numbers small, but it was
very diverse and
interested Audience with
people between the age
16 and 70. Many of them
were decision makers.
And many left very good
comments in the visitor's
book of the Festival.
(We will attach copies of it
as soon as we can scan it.)

In addition the festival had a huge a"ect in the social media and also some
newspapers and blogs wrote about it - in English and in Portuguese.
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Published articles in Jordan
(example):
Christmas Concert, Uranium
Film Festival, and More in
Amman
http://www.7iber.com/
2014/12/christmas-concerturanium-film-festival-andmore-in-amman-this-week/
Published articles in Brazil
and Portugal (examples):
Festival de cinema brasileiro
chega ao Oriente Médio
http://www.faetec.rj.gov.br/
index.php/
apresentacaofaetec/
comunicacao/noticias/10973festival-de-cinema-brasileirochega-ao-oriente-medio
O carioca "Urânio Em
Movi(e)mento" chega ao
Oriente Médio
http://
www.diarioliberdade.org/
brasil/consumo-e-meionatural/53073-o-cariocaurânio-em-movi-e-mentochega-ao-oriente-médio.html

Urânio Em Movi(e)mento
chega à Terra Santa
http://
www.radiologiarj.com.br/
page/5/

Also the festival attracted a
TV Channel from Irak and a
Web TV Channel from
Amman and another local
TV Channel.
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Thanks again to all partners, volunteers and participants for supporting, organizing
and partnering the first Uranium Film Festival in Jordan.

Márcia Gomes de Oliveira
Norbert G. Suchanek
International Uranium Film Festival
Rua Monte Alegre 356 / 301
Santa Teresa
Rio de Janeiro / RJ
CEP 20240-190 / Brazil
www.uraniofestival.org
www.uraniumfilmfestival.org
Email: info@uraniumfilmfestival.org
PHONE: (0055) (21) 2507 6704

(Photos by Márcia Gomes de Oliveira or Uranium Film Festival-Team)
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Private Director`s note:
Because of the changing of the venue the program had to change too. Unfortunately
I did not not draw enough attention to it. Already my former suggestions like to
screen the film "Uranium to Die For" by Filmmaker Shanny Haziza from Israel about
the uranium black market and uranium mining in Africa were refused. Also was
refused to show the 7 min short Student Film from Jordan that won our Student
Yellow Oscar Award in 2013 and to have a short Award Ceremony in Amman with
the Student. That would have been attractive for the local media, the college of the
Student and other colleges
of Amman and of course
for the family of the
student. The short
documentary that shows
the nuclear program of
Jordan and the alternatives
Solar and Wind, is not a
polemic anti-nuclear-film
produced by an NGO. But
because it had the unlucky title "No to a Nuclear
Jordan", it was used the argument, that the film would harm the o!cial "neutral"
spirit of the festival. Also was not selected one of the best films ever produced
about nuclear bomb test: "Nuclear Savage: The Islands of Secret Project 4.1." An
new film that received 2012-2012 many awards including the Yellow Oscar.
So when the program had to change again and in the very last moment the new
Partner, the Royal Film Commission came in, I left the decision mainly in the hand
of the local organizer committee, who seemed to know better. For a new
discussion about new program was infact - in my opinion - no time at all.
And even though, that all films were already in the hand of the local organizers (FHB
and RFC), the only film that were questioned because of its quality was the film by
Shri Prakash, which at the end had a very good perception by the audience! People
came to us personally and told us that they were emotionally deeply impacted by
the film. And the film stimulated a good discussion during the Q & A session.
In the case of War or War's Dust Uranium in Beirut, the RFC only questioned the "RAI
TV sign" on the film - not the quality of the film! In fact “War Dust Uranium in
Beirut” tackles an important issue, the hidden use of Depleted Uranium Weapons
against civilians in the Lebanon War. For that I thought it might be interesting for
the first middle east uranium film festival and for that it was selected by the local
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selection committee. And even though it is a not well done film with low quality, it is
still an investigative film that had an important media impact when it was first
screened in 2007. It was also used as reference in an o!cial letter to the Human
Rights Council of the United Nations, in June 2007.
http://www.newweapons.org/filestore/UN_concil_Human_rights-en.pdf
http://www.rainews.it/ran24/inchieste/18012007_polvere_eng.asp
http://www.unidir.org/files/publications/pdfs/uranium-weapons-en-328.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l03IjHcWFtA

In addition, the film director and long time expert about the use of Uranium
Weapons Maurizio Terrealta was willing to come to Jordan by his own cost and
partly with the support of the Italian Cultural Institute/Italian Embassy. Together
with the presence of this experienced Ex-Chiefeditor of Rainews TV and his
personal introduction this only 22 min film would have recognized totally di"erent
- we already had that experience. But because of the changing of the venue at the
end he could not come - and a changing of the program was simply - as I thought not possible anymore just a few days before. For that it happened that the opening
session questioned the quality of the festival at all.
This in not a justification for the errors made in Jordan, it is just an analysis to make
it better in future.
Norbert G. Suchanek
www.uraniumfilmfestival.org
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