
Top Atomic Film Awards go to USA, Japan and France  

Press Release: International Uranium Film Festival Rio 2021 

Rio de Janeiro / 03 June 2021 -  The 10th Rio die Janeiro International Uranium 
Film Festival, which took place online this year due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
has announced the winners of its festival awards. U.S best-selling author Greg 
Mitchell received the Best Archival Documentary Award for his film „Atomic Cover-
Up“.  Two women filmmakers share the festival’s Best Feature Documentary Award:  
Ayumi Nakagawa from Japan for „Atomic Refugee Moms“ and French filmmaker 
Keiko Courdy for her new Fukushima documentary „The Invisible Island“.   

In addition, the International Uranium Film Festival has awarded two in the world of 
nuclear disarmament well known personalities with the festival’s Honorary Lifetime 
Achievement Award: Sérgio de Queiroz Duarte, former Brazilian diplomat who served 
as Ambassador in several countries and has dedicated his life to end the nuclear threat. 
And New York City filmmaker Robert E. Frye who created "The Nuclear World Project“ 
and directed two important documentaries on Nuclear Disarmament: „The Nuclear 
Requiem“ and „In My Lifetime“.   

Honorable Mentions received Adam Jonas Horowitz (USA) for „Atomic Gods - Creation 
Myths of the Bomb“, Kim Mavromatis and Quenten Agius (Australia) for „Bobby Brown 
Homelands - Living with the Legacy of British Nuclear Testing“,  Daniel Abib (Brazil) for 
„Small Object A (Pequeno Objeto A) and Futoshi Sato (Japan) for „The Seal of the Sun 
(Taiyo no Futa)“. 

"Greg Mitchell is the big festival winner selected from the audience and the jury. It is a 
masterpiece. The film brings the hard work of Japanese and American 
cinematographers who fought side by side against the global nuclear arms race from 
the darkness of the cover-up into the bright cinema lights.  In addition, Mitchell's film 
represents one of the main goals of the Uranium Film Festival, which is to honor the 
cameramen and filmmakers who often risk their lives to make the dark sides of the 
atomic age visible to all of us," says festival director and co-founder Marcia Gomes de 
Oliveira from Rio de Janeiro.   

About „Atomic Refugee Moms“ and „The Invisible Island“ she says on behalf of the 
festival jury: "Two female filmmakers from France and Japan, Keiko Courdy and Ayumi 
Nakagawa, are awarded for their deep sensitivity in looking at such a delicate problem 
that is the life of those who have to live a stressed live on the edge since the day of the 
Fukushima nuclear accident, in March 2011. The two filmmakers bring us close with the 
victims' situation today, and they do so with profound delicacy and respect. Therefore, 



the Best Feature Documentary Award of the International Uranium Film Festival 2021 
goes to both.“ And festival jury member Makiko Hamaguchi-Klenner added: “Keiko 
Courdy´s  THE INVISIBLE ISLAND is outstanding, because it depicts, keeping distance, 
the recent, hopeless and hidden lives of those few living in the contaminated zone of 
Fukushima. It also seems to expose the characteristic `blind spot´ or the weakness of the 
Japanese politics that actually led to the Fukushima catastrophe itself.“ 

On ten days between May 20 and 30, the International Uranium Film Festival 2021 
supported by the Modern Art Museum (MAM Rio) in Rio de Janeiro streamed 34 films 
from 15 countries on nuclear weapons and nuclear energy: from Hiroshima to 
Fukushima. The unique film festival attracted viewers from 74 countries on all continents. 
Greg Mitchell’s awarded documentary „Atomic Cover-Up“ was also the most watched 
film of the festival with 1377 viewings.  

Statements from Filmmakers and Award Winners 

Greg Mitchell: "My fi lm, just completed this year, was actually 38 years in the making, 
going back to when I met the two leading Americans involved with the buried footage.  
So I am grateful that the fi lm has earned its fi rst prize this year from the International 
Uranium Film Festival, especially given the focus of the festival and all of the other 
important fi lms shown.  And it means so much that almost 1400 people from around the 
world got to watch my fi lm - surely the most important thing of all. Thanks again to the 
festival organizers for making this possible." 

Keiko Courdy: „I am very happy and proud The Invisible Island was selected and 
chosen as Best Feature Documentary, ex aequo with Ayumi Nakagawa’s Atomic Refugee 
Moms. It is a great honor and I hope it will help bring forward the consciousness of the 
consequences of the use of the nuclear technology in our societies. Thanks for your 
terrific fi lm festival.“ 

Ayumi Nakawaga: „Thank you and I feel really happy! Protagonists and producer are 
also very glad. You gave me the courage to make the next documentary about atomic 
refugees.“  

Futoshi Sato: "Thank you for the good news! Early in the morning, I woke up with your 
notice. Thanks to you, we were able to have the best morning. The Honorable Mention 
give me the courage to continue making movies.“ 

Robert E. Frye: "The recognition from the Uranium Film Festival that you gave my work, 
comes as a completely unexpected surprise and may I say honor. The Festival trophy will 
be a reminder to me of the work ahead. Of course, may I say that the continuing work of 



Sergio Duarte is so important to the world, especially his words of wisdom and 
leadership over the years, now as the President of Pugwash International. The Uranium 
Film Festival is such a unique institution, with all the fi lms chosen that honor the 
dedicated fi lmmakers, whose work appears in the Festival, calling the world's attention 
to the challenges dealing with the continuing presence of nuclear weapons, as well as, 
the conundrum of nuclear power. On the wall in my office I have the following quote 
from  musician Leonard Cohen: Ring the bells that still can ring. Forget your perfect 
offering. There is a crack in everything. That's how the light gets in. Thank you for 
providing the opportunity for all these stories to be told. Keep the bells ringing!" 

The International Uranium Film Festival Rio de Janeiro 2021 thanks its supporters in Rio 
de Janeiro: The Museum of Modern Art (MAM Rio) & its Cinematheque and Cachaça 
Magnífica de Faria.  The Uranium Film Festival screened all films for free. However, the 
festival welcomes any contribution and donation. The festival depends on the support of 
conscious people and institutions. 

Please contact us for more information 
photos and contacts of the filmmakers  
and award winners 

All the best from Rio 

Norbert G. Suchanek 
Director 

International Uranium Film Festival 
info@uraniumfilmfestival.org 
Website and complete festival program:  
www.uraniumfilmfestival.org 
Phone + 55 21 97207 6704 

https://uraniumfilmfestival.org/en/thank-you 

mailto:info@uraniumfilmfestival.org
http://www.uraniumfilmfestival.org


Additional Informations 

BEST FEATURE DOCUMENTARY AWARD WINNER 

AYUMI NAKAGAWA 

Ayumi Nakagawa has been directing documentaries for 
18 years and focuses on the marginalized minorities’ life. 
For eg, Travelling Beekeepers, Romani band in Balkan 
Peninsula, Child defector from North Korea, the coming 
out of 1000 LGBTQ people in Japan. The film about 
Romani Band was theatrically released in 2007 and the 
film about her gay brother was screened at film festivals in 
Europe, Africa and Japan from 2010 to 2013. The Latest 
one on LGBTQ people got the Best Asian project award of 
Sunny Side of Docs, France. Also screened at the various 
film festivals in 7 counties.  After the nuclear power plant 
accident in Fukushima, she focuses on the minorities inside of her own country. As 
Japanese government has been hiding important datas, informations of people’s health 
and lives, and the ostensible restorations is now underway. The minorities have been 
driven into the harsh life and TV cannot inform the realities in relations to sponsors and 
governments. 

ATOMIC REFUGEE MOMS 

Japan, 2018, Director Ayumi Nakagawa, 
Documentary, 65 min. 

There are many evacuees who had been 
driven into the poverty after the Japanese 
government cut off the housing subsidies 
for those who fled their house after the 
nuclear disaster in Fukushima in March 

2011. Kazuko, who fled her house to Tokyo with her two primary school daughters, has 
to work over the weekend to pay the expensive rent in Tokyo. She is irregularly 
employed, which means that if she gets sick, it would affect her income. 



BEST FEATURE DOCUMENTARY AWARD WINNER 

KEIKO COURDY  

Keiko Courdy is a French filmmaker and media 
performance director, who has spent much of 
her life in Japan and speaks fluent Japanese. She has a 
Doctorate from the University of Tokyo and has taught 
media-performance at the Kyoto University of Art and 
Design. When the earthquake struck in March 2011, she 
was working in France for the Japanese media, and on 
HALO Station, an autonomous in energy interactive art 
installation. Profoundly moved by the situation in Japan, 
she took her camera and left immediately for the northern 
coast affected by the tsunami and nuclear accident. She didn’t know then, that she was 
starting launching a 10 years project. Since 2011, she has been filming every year in the 
region of Fukushima, making two feature films „Beyond the Cloud“, „The Invisible Island“, 
and a short film called „A Safe Place“.   

THE INVISIBLE ISLAND 
(L'Ile Invisible / ⾒えない島) 

France, 2021, Director Keiko Courdy, 
Producer PIKA PIKA FILMS, Music by 
Ryuichi Sakamoto and Seigen Ono, 
Support from KissKissBankers, 
Documentary, 87 min 

Waves crash eternally on the shore of Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. Next to a 
white facility for radioactive waste burning, black bags of contaminated soil pile up 
while a family looks for traces of their house. The film relates the stories of people who 
survived the tsunami and were forced to leave their home, people who came back in the 
darkest times, and people who came to work from far away, decontamination workers of 
Fukushima Daiichi. In the zone, invisible traumas are everywhere. There is no life without 
risk but what risk are we ready to take? In Japan, everyone wishes to forget and go 
forward, but the traces cannot be erased that easily. The film is a story of resilience, 
failed technology and the transformation of a territory. Keiko Courdy went filming in the 
zone every year since 2011, developing a trust relationship with local people and 
nuclear workers. She filmed rare testimonies of nuclear workers, revealing the hidden 
life of this parallel world. Contact: https://pikapikafilms.com 

https://pikapikafilms.com


BEST ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTARY AWARD 

GREG MITCHELL 

Greg Mitchell, born in 1947, is the author of a dozen 
books and co-producer of the acclaimed recent 
documentary, Following the Ninth, which has now 
been screened at over 200 venues. He has served as 
chief adviser to several documentaries, including 
Original Child Bomb, screened at Cannes and 
winner of the top prize at API/Silverdocs, and the 
Emmy Award-winning The Great Depression. His 
books include the 2016 bestseller „The Tunnels: 
Escapes Under the Berlin Wall“ and in 2020 „The 
Beginning or the End: How Hollywood–and America–Learned to Stop Worrying and 
Love the Bomb.“ His previous books on the atomic bombings were „Hiroshima in 
America“ (with Robert Jay Lifton) and „Atomic Cover-up“. His earlier book „The 
Campaign of the Century“ won the Goldsmith Book prize and in 2019 was named by the 
Wall Street Journal as one of five greatest books ever written about an American 
campaign. Contact: https://gregmitch.medium.com 

ATOMIC COVER-UP 

USA, 2021, Director: Greg Mitchell, Co-
Producers: Greg Mitchell and Suzanne 
Mitchell, Documentary, 52 min 

The widely-acclaimed film Atomic Cover-
up is the first documentary to explore the 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
1945 from the unique perspective, words 
and startling images of the brave 

cameramen and directors who risked their lives filming in the irradiated aftermath. It 
reveals how this historic footage, created by a Japanese newsreel crew and then an elite 
U.S. Army team (who shot the only color reels), was seized, classified top secret, and 
then buried by American officials for decades to hide the full human costs of the 
bombings as a dangerous nuclear arms race raged. 

https://gregmitch.medium.com


Honorary Lifetime Achievement Award Winners 

SÉRGIO DE QUEIROZ DUARTE 
  
Sérgio de Queiroz Duarte is a former 
Brazilian diplomat who served as 
Ambassador to Nicaragua, Canada, China 
and Austria. Duarte was the President of the 
2005 Review Conference of the Parties to 
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons and was United Nations 
High Representative for Disarmament 
Affairs. He was his country’s Permanent Representative to the UN at Vienna and 
Chairman of the International Atomic Energy Agency Board of Governors. Duarte is 
President of „Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs“, an organization 
founded in 1957 by philosopher Bertrand Russell and Sir Joseph Rotblat to contain the 
proliferation of atomic weapons. Pugwash won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1995. 

ROBERT E. FRYE 

Robert E. Frye is an Emmy award-winning 
producer of network news programs and 
independent documentaries for over five 
decades. He was born in Syracuse, NY USA, 
and studied political science and history at 
Hobart College. In 1958 he joined the U.S. 
Army. Frye worked on nuclear weapon 
planning while serving in Germany. The 
experience fostered a lifelong interest, 
which led him to create "The Nuclear World 
Project“.  

Starting in the '60s the Emmy and Peabody Award winner worked in New York City; 
Toronto; Washington, D.C.and London. His credits at ABC News include Executive 
Producer of "Good Morning America" and "ABC World News Tonight" with Peter 
Jennings; senior Producer at CBC's Weekend, and as an independent producer and 
director of several films for public television which include "In My Lifetime" and „The 
Nuclear Requiem“. At the age of 81, Frye said, the obligation of his generation is to tell 
the story of nuclear weapons, to make clear the indescribable damage they have caused 
and their potential to end life on the planet entirely. http://www.thenuclearworld.org 



ABOUT THE FESTIVAL 

The first edition of the annual 
International Uranium Film Festival 
finally took place in May 2011 in 
Rio de Janeiro. It is dedicated to 
independent documentaries and 
movies about nuclear power and 
radioactive risks around the globe 
to enrich and stimulate the debate 
about nuclear energy and to 
support nuclear filmmaking. Since 
2012 the festival is held in the Cinematheque of Rio de Janeiros famous Modern Art 
Museum (MAM Rio). In addition the festival travels every year with a selection of films to 
other countries. Until today more than 60 Uranium Film Festivals took place in more than 
40 cities and seven countries like Brazil, Canada, Germany, India, Jordan, Portugal and 
USA with the presence of over 100 filmmakers, producers, actors and actresses. Since 
2012 Berlin has become the Festival’s second home. And since its first edition in 
Hollywood in 2016, the International Uranium Film Festival is also known as The Atomic 
Age Cinema Fest. The International Uranium Film Festival depends on donations. It is 
not possible without the generosity of supporters.  We welcome any contribution.  
 

FESTIVAL TROPHY 

The Best Award and Honorary Lifetime 
Achievement Award winners receive the 
Uranium Film Festival’s trophy, a piece of 
art produced by Brazilian waste-material-
artist Getúlio Damado, who lives and 
works in the famous artist quarter Santa 
Teresa in Rio de Janeiro where the first 

International Uranium Film Festival was held in May 2011. Getúlio creates the trophy 
from waste material that he finds in the streets of Santa Teresa. He also uses old watches 
to remember the first atomic bomb dropped over Hiroshima. Watches in Hiroshima 
stopped exactly at 8:15 in the morning when the atomic bomb exploded on August 6th, 
1945. 



FESTIVAL JURY 

ALPHONSE KELECOM - Alphonse Kelecom,  Professor for the Radiobiology and 
Radiometry at the Laboratory of the Institute of Biology, Fluminense Federal University (UFF) 

ANA MARIA FERREIRA DA SILVA - Ana Maria Ferreira da Silva, Psychoanalyst and 
Coordinator of the Cinema and Psychoanalysis project at Fábrica Bhering 

MAKIKO HAMAGUCHI-KLENNER - Makiko Hamaguchi-Klenner, Prof. for East Asian Politics 
and Curator of the „little“ Uranium Film Festival in Düsseldorf, September 11th, 2021.  

and the …. 

FESTIVAL DIRECTORS  

MÁRCIA GOMES DE OLIVEIRA 

Márcia Gomes de Oliveira born in 1970 in Rio de Janeiro, 
is social scientist, documentary filmmaker and professor 
of sociology. Graduated in Social Sciences at the Federal 
University of Rio de Janeiro (UFR), with a specialization in 
Environmental Planning. She also holds a Master's 
Degree in Legal and Social Sciences of the Universidade 
Federal Fluminense (UFF).  Her dissertation was about the 
Guarani Mbyá, the only surviving indigenous people of Rio 
de Janeiro. Together with German journalist Norbert G. Suchanek she started filmmaking in 
2006. Marcia and Norbert’s first documentary film together was selcted by  the 4th Artivist 
Film Festival in Hollywood 2007. 

NORBERT G. SUCHANEK 

Norbert G. Suchanek was born in 1963 in Würzburg in 
Germany. Since 1988 he works as investigative 
environmental, human rights and science journalist, 
author, photographer and filmmaker. He researched in 
conflict regions like Northern Ireland, Palestine and West-
Papua. Later he moved his focus on Brazil and its 
indigenous peoples. Since 2006 he lives and works in Rio 
de Janeiro. Together with social scientist Márcia Gomes 
de Oliveira he founded the International Uranium Film Festival in Rio de Janeiro in 2010. 



See You in May 2022. 

 

International Uranium Film Festival 
info@uraniumfilmfestival.org 
Website and complete festival program:  
www.uraniumfilmfestival.org 
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